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MANUSCRIPT FOUND IN ACCRA
Paulo Coelho
Read by Jeremy Irons

In 1099, in the ancient city of Jerusalem,
the townspeople await the imminent
invasion of the Crusaders. Fearing the
mayhem and bloodshed to follow, a
group of city dwellers assembles to hear
the words of the wise man
known as the Copt. The
Copt provides a series of
platitudes meant to assuage
the fears of those gathered.
Listening to Jeremy Irons
makes one forget everything
but his voice. This works
well for Coelho’s latest, since the novel
offers little in story. Coelho’s language is
lush, and his rhythmic archaic sentence
structures ring true to the period, but
were it not for the gravitas of Jeremy
Irons’s impeccable performance, listen-
ers would be left feeling unsatisfied, as if
a feast had been promised and only an
appetizer served.  S.J.H.

Random House Audio   2.5 hrs.   Unabridged
Trade Ed.: CD ISBN 9780385367783  $20.00 (also DD)
Books on Tape
Library Ed.: CD ISBN 9780385367806  $20.00 (also DD)

A THOUSAND PARDONS
Jonathan Dee
Read by Mark Deakins

When overwhelming ennui causes Ben
Armistead to cross the line from discon-
tented suburban husband to prisoner in
a jail cell, his wife, Helen, is forced to
make several desperate moves. She
divorces Ben, goes job hunting, finds
work with a struggling public relations
firm, and moves to New York City with
Sara, their adopted daughter. Narrator
Mark Deakins shows Helen as a bril-
liant manager, thriving in the PR field
as the “Queen of Public Apologies.”
Deakins is comfortable in teenaged
Sara’s skin, truthfully expressing her
rebellion and her continual dismay at
stupid adult  behaviors.  His best  
incarnation highlights Ben’s self-pity,
remorse, and growing self-awareness.
With understated finesse, Deakins
delivers Jonathan Dee’s superbly writ-
ten exploration of the inner workings of
a contemporary family in crisis.  S.J.H. 

Random House Audio   8.5 hrs.   Unabridged
Trade Ed.: DD ISBN 9780385393744  $17.50
Books on Tape
Library Ed.: DD ISBN 9780385393751  $66.50

THE SHADOW GIRLS
Henning Mankell
Read by Henry Strozier, Mozhan Marno,
Annie Henk, Cherise Boothe

This book and production is an interest-
ing failure. Award-winning crime writer
Henning Mankell attempts to marry a
black comedy about a dislikable poet
who is being pressed to write crime 
novels, which he thinks beneath him,
and a very different book about three
young refugee women who long to tell
their stories but cannot. Henry Strozier
narrates and portrays the poet Humlin
admirably, but you’ll be disappointed
when you realize no one is going to kill
him. The stories of the three women—
one Iranian, one African, and one from
the former USSR—are told by three
skillful actresses who, however, make
no attempt to make them culturally 
specific or to convey the emotional real-
ity of their desperation and alienation
in Sweden. Odd choices.  B.G.

Recorded Books   10 hrs.   Unabridged
Library Ed.: CD ISBN 9781440755088  $102.75 
(also CS, MP3, DD, PRE)

FLIMSY LITTLE PLASTIC MIRACLES
Ron Currie
Read by Jake Hart

Narrator Jake Hart makes an impres-
sive debut with this strange, ambitious
audiobook, managing to sound conver-
sational, intimate, and  nonplussed by
the dark, crazy, and hilarious world he

inhabits. Hart’s good with
voices and stirs in the right
mix of emotions for this 
literary tale about a man
who (may  have)  faked  
suicide to improve his book
sales. Although postmod-
ernist in tone, Currie’s book

addresses traditional themes—trust,
love lost, and a father’s death—and the
audio result conjures up elements of
Mark Twain, Jean Shepherd (particularly
in the way the book is narrated), and
Fred Exley.  R.W.S.

Penguin Audio   8.5 hrs.   Unabridged
Trade Ed.: DD ISBN 9781101605264  $29.95
Dreamscape
Library Ed.: CD ISBN 9781624062360  $59.99 
(also DD, PRE)

TALES OF THE CITY
Armistead Maupin
Read by Frances McDormand, 
Rachel Maddow

With an introduction by the fabulous
Rachel Maddow and a narration by the
incomparable Frances McDormand, 
listeners can settle into a time capsule
journey to the ’70s via Armistead
Maupin’s Tales of the City. Yes, it’s dated.
But so what? The period is expertly ren-
dered by McDormand’s breathing wit, marijuana smoke, and indisputable
life into Maupin’s charming collection of outlandish eccentrics living and
thriving at 28 Barbary Lane in San Francisco’s Russian Hill district. Begun
as a newspaper serial, very like Alexander McCall Smith’s Scotland Road
series, Maupin’s book adds a distinctly American sparkle to life in the big
city. McDormand is wonderfully green as Midwesterner Mary Ann awakens
to her new world and its denizens—from her pot-smoking landlady, 
Mrs. Madrigal, to supermarket singles’ nights. Delicious listening.  S.J.H. 

Harper Audio   7.5 hrs.   Unabridged
Trade Ed.: DD ISBN 9780062259738  $18.99
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